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Amendments to the Specification 

Please amend the following paragraphs as shown: 

[10] An embodiment of the present invention provides an apparatus for straining water used in 
association with water supplies in fire fighting. The apparatus comprises a substantially clos e d, 
subm e rgibl e , hollow structur e e nclosing a volum e of space and a conn e ctor mount e d to th e hollow 
structur e ov e r a first op e ning in th e hollow structure. Th e apparatus also compris e s at l e ast on e 
si e v e lik e mat e rial mount e d to th e hollow structur e ov e r at l e ast a s e cond op e ning in th e hollow 
structur e strainer housing comprising a first opening in the housing forming an inlet, a second 
opening in the housing forming an outlet, and a water channel between the housing inlet and outlet; a 
pan; and at least one stanchion connecting the pan to the strainer housing; wherein the pan is 
positioned in a spaced relationship to the inlet of the strainer housing . 

[11] An embodiment of the present invention provides a system [[to]] for obtaining sieved water 
from a source for fighting fires. The system comprises a subm e rgibl e strainer to tak e in wat e r from a 
s ourc e of water whil e k ee ping out for e ign obj e cts. The syst e m furth e r compris e s a tank to hold a 
volum e of th e strain e d wat e r and a hos e conn e ct e d b e tw ee n th e strain e r and th e tank to transport th e 
strain e d wat e r from th e strain e r to th e tank such that th e wat e r can b e us e d to fight a fire awater 
strainer apparatus comprising a strainer housing, a pan, and at least one stanchion connecting the pan 
to the strainer housing in a spaced relationship, the strainer housing comprising a first opening in the 
housing forming an inlet, a second opening in the housing forming an outlet, and a water channel 
between the housing inlet and outlet; a tank to hold a volume of the strained water; and a hose 
connected between the water strainer apparatus and the tank to transport the strained water from the 
water strainer apparatus to the tank . 

[12] An embodiment of the present invention provides a method to obtain sieved water from a 
source for fighting fires. The method comprises conn e cting a strain e r to a first end of a hos e and 
submerging th e strain e r in a source of wat e r. Th e m e thod further compris e s connecting a s e cond e nd 
of th e hos e to a tank providing a water strainer apparatus comprising a strainer housing, a pan, and at 
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least one stanchion connecting the pan to the strainer housing in a spaced relationship, the strainer 
housing comprising a first opening in the housing forming an inlet, a second opening in the housing 
forming an outlet, a water channel between the housing inlet and outlet, and an enclosed volume of 
space; submerging at least the inlet of the water strainer apparatus in a source of water; and 
connecting a second end of said hose to a tank. 

[22] Referring to Figs. 1A-1E, the strainer 10 comprises a substantially closed, submergible, 
hollow structure 12, in the particular embodiment illustrated being a rectangular box-like structure 
enclosing a volume of space. In an embodiment anticipated but not illustrated, the hollow structure 
could be, for example, cylindrical, with a circular plan aspect instead of a rectangular plan aspect. 
The top wall 14 of the structure 12 is essentially flat and featureless, and, importantly, closed, so that 
water does not flow in or out of the structure through the top wall. Side walls are essentially 
identical, with the exception being the front wall 1 6A, in which a hole (i.e., opening) is formed and a 
threaded hose connection 1 8 is provided. The rear wall 1 6D is featureless and side walls 1 6B, 1 6C 
can be featureless, although the embodiment illustrated shows them having handles 20. As shown in 
phantom in FIGS. 1 A-1D, the interior of the strainer 10 comprises enclosed volumes of space 50 or 
air chambers formed on either side of a water passageway 52. The strainer 1 0 may also comprise air 
pressurization ports 60 associated with each air chamber 50. 
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